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ditions, the possible abnormal loads created by the
wind or by an imperfect manoeuvre. On a certain
evening, after long hours of working, my thoughts
shifted away from technique and towards basic ques-
tions of life. Some sophisticated, and yet naive,
moderns consider that right or wrong are conditional
conceptions, to be established and judged with re-
lation to given circumstances, or political views. This
logically leads to the conclusion that the difference
between right and wrong is unimportant, and depends
on the point of view. Such belief, in turn, creates a
philosophy of life which at times is particularly con-
venient.
But in the case of aviation, which is not excep-
tional, the difference between right and wrong is not
a question of opinion. The difference is positive and
definite. Right means success; wrong means that the
neck, together with most of the other bones, will be
broken. Permitting myself to dream of the destinies
of mankind, I thought how wonderful it would be if
similar natural laws were to regulate some other
branches of human activities. Take, for instance, the
case of stubborn radicals with lust for power, who
make a career and personal success by using wrong
principles. How much better it would be if, as the
result of wrong ideas, they would break their own
necks rather than spread misery to a multitude of un-
fortunate, trusting people. What wonderful progress
would humanity make if foolish and false ideas in
philosophy of life and political economy eliminated
themselves, with their creators, as completely as the
mistakes of a pilot-designer eliminated him and his
machine.